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DIAGRAMMATIC THINKING

The diagram stands between order and chaos – just like the human subject. 
It is mistaken to believe that the subject does nothing else than oppose chaos. 
Providing we define chaos as incommensurability that, instead of describing 
a crackpot world, indicates the world in its truth value, which is our divided 
world without an exterior, it is not an external somewhere.1 It is a world without 
a world behind it, a world without guaranties, a world without God. A world       
as a non-homogenous universe of explosive heterogeneities and implosive 
intensities. A world collapsing into itself and expanding without finite borders. 
A world of entropic processes subject to no final state, destabilising even the 
minutest control procedures. The subject has absorbed this world into itself. 
It belongs in the midst of this world, yet does not mark its centre. The subject 
is in the middle of chaos and chaos is in the middle of the subject. For this 
reason, one can say that the subject is a diagrammatic subject regulating the 
chaosmotic traffic between interior and exterior as well or poorly as it can. In 
his book on Francis Bacon, Gilles Deleuze writes: “The diagram is indeed a 
chaos […] but it is also a germ of order [...].”2 Philosophy’s diagrammatic 
moves on the separation line between order and disorder, complexity and 
complexity reduction. This is the implicit violence in a diagrammatic practice 
which reductively attempts to tame the overcomplexity of reality’s confusing 
structures in a way analogously to the subsumptive violence in abstract thought 
which conceptualises the heterogeneous manifoldness of the existent and, by 
so doing, reduces it to something it is not.                                                M.S.

 

1	 One needs to express it – in Lacan’s terminology – as directly as possible: The real is reality!
2	 Gilles Deleuze, Francis Bacon. The logic of sensation, trans. D.W. Smith, Continuum Press London
	 and New York, 2002,  p. 102
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