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= Greetings ~

Murin-an Garden is a designated Mational Place of Scenic Beauty that is owned by Kyoto City.

Public gardens and parks are managed and cared for under various limitations, such as workable time span
and low budgets. The results tend to be conducting minimal maintenance work {cutting back over-grown
branches) that does not need skills or garden landscaping knowledge. Hence, most of the time the garden's true
potential beauty cannot be fully reciprocated in the garden work. Improving the management care and
fostering methods of gardens have always been a difficult problem that cwners and designated management
have been trying to handle, especially public garden becawse there are many people who come.

In erder to deal with this issue, Kyoto City implemented a proposal selection system in 2007, Prior to this
system was the competitive bidding system where the lowest bidding company willing to fulfill the minimal
makntenance requirements set by the City was designated to manage the garden. With the new system, the
companies that wish to maintain the garden submit a proposal that includes the company’s approach and
policy towards garden management and the city will choose and delegate & company that has the best
appropriate proposal.

Under this new system, Ueyakato Landscape Co., Ltd. proposal did not only include the conventional way of
maintaining the garden but a way to menitor the growing garden through the daily maintenance to bring out
the aesthetic beanty of the Murin-an garden.

We enpage in the daily maintenance of the garden for everyone to feel that growth of the living garden and to
share that feeling with as many people we can,

When our company considered the garden fostering and maintenance method for Murin-an, the concept was
to revive the original garden concept and value of the garden when it was first created by the original owner,
Mr. Aritomo Yamagata (1838 - 1922 Tenpo 9 -Taisho 11).

This garden is filled with Aritomo’s refined sense of scenic beauty, a side of him many people forget because he
wias famous as a great military man and Elder Statesman of the Meiji Era, He was also an accomplished writer,
as well as being a man of refined taste and sensibility. The parden craftsman who created the garden was Jibedl
Ogawa VI, who praised Aritomao for being highly influential to his career and style of garden design.

In 1901 (Meiji 34), Aritorno Yamagata was gifted pine trees from the Meiji Emperor. To commemorate this,
the “Onshi Chisho-no-Ki® Monument Stone [ SSRERETE ) was placed in the garden. The writing was in poems,
but from here we could read about how the garden was at that time.

"When spring is nearing it's end, the scenery is most exquisite, for the mountains become ever more scenic. In
summier, moon is cool over the stream and grass. Autumn, sunset adds gradation to the vibrant leaves. Winter,
snow covers Mt Hiezan a calming scenic view from the window, Rain, depth of a seenic refreshing view only
created when it rains.”

The scenic landscape of Murin-an can be deciphered from Aritomo's eloquent writings of the various aesthetic
stenery of the seasons of Murin-an. Such as the spring mountain view, the summer moon, the autumn sunseq,
the winter snow, and even the charm of a rainy day.

Ovwer time, our sensibility and scenic taste, as well as the environment surrounding Murin-an garden has
changed. However, we place importance in deciphering the sensibility and sense of beauty that Aritoma
Yamagata had for Murin-an in the Meiji era. We strive to assist in the creation of an appropriate scenery fora
madern Murin-an, which we hope to pass on to the next generation.

Below is an abridgment introducing a segment of the fostering garden maintenance method from the essay,
‘Annual Fostering Techniques of Existing Plants of Murin-an Garden as a Mational Place Scenic Beauty'— For
Preserving the Spatial Characteristics of Original Sensitivity of Aritomo Yamagata' by Tomeod Sakawe and
Tomoki Kato. (Japanese Institute of Landscape Architecture Magaxine, Landscape Research Japan VOL. 76
Extra edition, Technical Report NOLB. 2015, printed in 2015).
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# Murin-an Garden Introduction

Murin-an Garden is located in the Okazaki and
Marczenji neighborhoed. In 1890 (Meiji 23), the
Lake Biwa Canal was constructed and the area
was planned to be bullt into an industrial zone.
However, the City introduced hydroelectric
power after the canal was built and as a result,
preserved and developed this area as a place of
scenic beauty to enjoy the assthetic view of the
Higashiyama Mountains,

Murin-an, the designated Place of Scenic
Beauty, was Aritomo Yamagata's villa and one
of the first to be built in this area, The garden
was created from 1894 - 1896 (Meiji 27 - Meiji
29) by a skilled garden craftsman, Jihei Ogawa
VII. In 1941 (Showa 16), the Yamagata family
donated Murin-an te Kyote City, and in 1951
(Showa 26) this garden was designated as a
Mational Place of Scenic Beauty, which led to its
current popularity. The Murin-an Garden is
fairly spacious with an area of 3,135 m® (33,740
ft’ and roughly 950 tsubo in Japanese
measurements) The Higashiyama Mountains
considered to be 4 key aesthetic scenic point,
other characters are the open Lawn Area and
refreshing Rowing stream.

Old phaotograph of Murin-an published in the Kpolr Riosen

Cha { SR ) 3 hook on the remarkable gardens in
Kyoto (1908, Melf 43)

» Garden
Aesthetic Sensibility
When Arisomo cncated this garden, he peefered a ranml scenic ganden over the mmaditional Kyoto-
style brddscape, He B seem giving specific instnuctions for the ganden in the Record of Plesnt Scenes
inand anound the Cagital (Koker Koishinake. SEDMERLER.
= Placing grass instend of moss
*Plant ferrs betwoon the waerfall rocks
*Manting of firs, which was rarcly used as a ganden tree in Kyoio
*Flowing strm rather thana pond where water stands still

Notice: the: photograph, which was published in the Kyfka Rinsen Chd (FERESNG), the s is
somewhat long and there are wildflowers (photograph 1) 1t looks very similar io the open countryside
srass mieadow, hence the ganden maintenance method of cutting fhe grass down short and stright &
clearty the opposite of the oniginal intended soenery that cherishes the besutifiil sersibility of mature,
which & neflected in this photogmph, b has been about 120 years since the ganken was created, The
curment manteranos and ganken fetering of Murin-mn strive o priodties the orfgirml sceery of the
garders, Efforts an: moade in deciphering and inferpreting Artoono Yangat's assthetic serse of beaty,
which will then be compared with todey's acsthetic sense of beauty, We will foster the ganden in
accordance and considertion 10 the vasious environmental and ecological changes. Inorder to create an
appropeiate scenery for today, impontance will be placed on the fllowing panticulas poins:

(1) PRestorative pruning and dinning Lo evidently brieg back the Higashiyaima Mountains as
sl {mountainas a focal pointl.

Avritoma's view of the Higashivama Mountain is recoeded in the Record of Pleasant Scenes in and
around the Capital (Koke Kaishinnoby FEDEEH).

(Trarslation: I you calmiy ook out at the scenery, you will notice that the shuzn the mountain that i

Method That Aritomo

a fiocal point in this ganden, has hush greenery you see in the front fiom the Higashiyama Mounsins,
This garden is where the roots of the mountains are {foot of the mountains), hence the water from the
watcrfill baoks s though it is flering from the mountains. Naturally the placement of sioncs, plnting
of trexs, smd all others should caloulne iand tabie in considenation (of the moungsins) is what [ believe is
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Photograph 2: Old photo of Murin-an garden published In
¢ Zoka to Chikutei (EERESEEE) (1900, Meiji 33)
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Photograph 4: During work of restorative pruning of bordering
trees (taken in 2009, Heisei 21)

From this staement, we can merpret and deduce that the bnd was allonied 1o nake the Higashiyama
Mfenantaning as the oo, When the: ganden waes firs creted one can s thens was greenery bordering
the: property. Small fir trees ansund 1,5 meters (4.9 1) hesght were planted in the view line of ML Hig,
whach could be seen from the verand of the 1ea howse, buil south-west of the Japanese-style main
buskliryg, The above created a quiet and slightly sechoded atmeosphens (photograph 2 & 31

Adfberaqnds, urbaniztion of the neighbarhood ked o buildings being establzshed around the ganden.

T concer s hrie the ity wierw the heigzht guidelme for thee bondering trees wirs set 1o be taller than befone,
The treess: e Langer i time: passed, then in recent yeans they surpassed the manageable mainenance
heigghn, especiallty the top anees of the hordering trees in the ganden became overgrown and thick

{ photograph 8, Ackscquete Hiht could ot nesch the Forest floor, affecting the trees oot produsce any
fiolistgee o branches Fom the kewer tomiddle ans, cnssing the sumounding buikding to become visible,
The meanesgement method wesed s screen the urban view out waes 10 incnaese: the height guideline of the:
bow trses and shiibs in front of the tall tees (image 2)

In 2007 (Heisei 19) the destgnated nanagement system was introduced, which meant that
maragement woukd be decided 4o the best proposed content instead of the: kewest bidkder, Since this
chungse, our company has bean the designaed management company fistering the ganden of Murinsn.
Actively conducting nesomtive pruring of the ovengroewn bondering trees with considertion of
{ photograph 6 & image 2), During this process, deep considertion was phced toallow Higshiyama
Mbountains o be the e (mountin as focal point) by soreening the sumounding modem buiklings.
Carefil planning was placed w0 keep the garden's pencepttion of depsh and scenic blending of the garden
trees i those of the mountain side o allow the soenery 10 be continuous (Phosograph %),

In o fior the: Higsashiyvamsa Miounsins o appear larger, the top branches of the bordering trees were
thirmed out b alkow for mone visibility {photograph 4 & 5). This allewed for sunlight 1o reach the lower
jpart o the tree trunk and thus new foliage (branches and beaves) grew from the middle bemches,
intimasely permisting the tops of the tall frees o be cut back. This method was conducted ina way o
creme high screening capabilities wish low scenic dameyge,

The overgnoean bondering tnees wene like a hedge, because the: branches were imormwined and tangled,
50 befone huge proning cotkd be done, each e had o be assessed and unianglod. Evaluation and
comsadenation wis placed in pruning so that each individual tnee can be seen in o plesing or soenic way,

Also, the ow tor misd sized trees fhat hiad grown hiigh, due 4o the tall tree beight that was set by prioe
management methods, were cut back and & lower tnee height was implemeniod.  This, is how
Pestorative pruriing of the bordering tros wene conducted ko revive the Higashiyama Mountains as the
sz, while scroening out the summounding. modem buildings, as well 2 maintaining perception of
dhepth and continuity of scenic andscape from the mountin i the ganden (photogrph 6 & 9).

Photograph 3: The surmounding emvironment of Murin-an garden when it
was built. Source: collection: Panorama of 100
history (FPISREL SR/ (/58 published by Tankosha (1992, Helsel 2)

in 2013, Heisei 25)
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Photograph 6: The relation between the surmounding buildings and the bordering trees (taken in 2007 prior to the implementation of the

proposal selection systemn)

Photograph 7: Scenery of Murin-an
not long after it was created. MNotice
how the Higashivama Mountains
were the focal point of the garden,
Source: ART OF THE LANDSCAPE
GARDEM IN JAPAN by Tsuyoshi
Tamura, published by Kokusai Bunka
Shinkokai (1935, Showa 10)

Restorative pruning of the bordering trees

4 Prior to the implementation of the proposal selection system (2007)

Prior to the implementation of proposal selection system,
most of the bordering trees were not property pruned.
[Issues)

+ The bordering trees were overgrown. Espedially the top
area where the foliage overlapped and blocked the sunlight
for the lower area.

*The branches in the lower and middle areas cannot grow.

Photo 8: Murin-an prior to the
implementation of the proposal
selection system. The Higashiyama
Mountains, the focal point of the
garden, is barely visible and has a
small presence in the garden. (taken
in 2007, Heisel 19)

Pond | Lawm Area. | Bondering treca. | Broet

Thin the branches in the top area of the bordering trees for
sunlight to reach the forest fioor In doing so, it accelerated
the growth of the branches in the middle area.

‘ Second Step - Cut back the tops of shrubs that have become too tall -

Continued to bring in sunlight evenly and reamanged the
foliage to secure the shapes of the bordering trees. In
addition, the shrubs whose height was managed to be tall
to screen the sumounding buildings were out back to
become shorter, especially the inner area of the bordering
trees. As a result, this allowed the Higashiyama Mountains
to be the shuzan (focal point) by increasing presence while

Photograph 9: Murin-an after the
implermentation of the proposal
sedection system. The Higashiyama
Mountains regained its' former
presence (focal point) and visibility by
conducting restorative pruning of the
bordering trees. (taken in 2013,
Heisei 25)

screening the sumounding modem buildings.

Image 2: Restorative pruning of the bordering trees




2) Garden fostering and caring for the grass and wildflowers

based on Aritomo’s aesthetic beauty.

The following is an exiract of Antormo woeds that depicts the way he enjoyed
and spent his ime at Murin-an, which ks etched on the stone monument placed in
the garden Onshi Chisho-no-Ki (SFBHIZETHE) iiterally meaning record of gratitude
to the Emperor for the gifted pines (image 3).

“Amongst the green moss i enjoyment of fowering plants that [ do not know
their names.”

Ve can depct that Antomo considered the wildfiowers that grew naturally as an
element of the garden that can be appredated, which under the curmment garden
ideclogy would be considered as weeds. From this we can deduce that the garden
was formed with sensibility and sense of natural beauty that differs from today. By
understanding Artomo’s sensibdity, the open lawn area which is one of the main
features of Munn-an, can be maintained by not penodically mowing the lawn with
the use of a grass cutter, but rather to apprediate the wildfiowers as Aritomo did.

Efforts were made to find a method adaptable for the different seasons and
locations of the wildfiower by understanding the different varieties and the
blooming pattern of the wikdflowers (chart 1),

Aithough it may seem like simple weeding, the dersity of the wildfiowers in
each area is adjusted by understanding the blooming patterns of the different
wildflowers to decide when the weads and the seeds of the wildflowers after their
blooming season has ended are to be handpicked and when the grass cutter can
be used. (photograph 10, 11, 12, 13)

Furthermore, the rustic open lawn area, the scenery that Aritomo is believed to
have viewed, i maintained by changing the length of the grass in the proximity of
the scenic stone and bushes in consideration to the distance from the Japanese-

Photograph 11: blue toadfiax

maintaining the lawn area by hand

Photograph 13: Lawn Area at Murin-an: nejibana
or Chinese spiranthes (Spiranthes sinensis)

Image 3: Ink rubbed copy of the Onshi 2
Chisho-no-Ki (BWBHHETNE) in The v
biography of Marquis Aritomo Yamagata, . i
Last volume {1933, Showa 8). s

Chart 4: Fubure prospects Murin-an Garden Moss Map
(Uerybeater Laniscape Co., Ltd. made in 2007, Hetss 19)

3) Management of Moss
Murin-an 5 a dosed canopy garden located near the skirt of the mountains that
dranws fresh water from the Lake Biwa Canal to feed the waterfall and flowing stream
which creates a most atmosphere well suited for the growth of moss. Aritomo had his
own opinion towards the ganden and prefermed grass over moss from the very
beginning when the garden was created. This can be described from the interpreted
sentence below which was extracted from the Recond of Pleasant Scenes in and anound
the Capital.

“«Depending on the moss, there is no inspiration therefore I was determined
to lay down grass. --plant onishiba grass (Zoysia macrostadnya) and maintain
it from tme to time---"

It can be speculated that the grass which was planted among the Japanese maple
forest changed over time into mass, from anather interpreted sentenoe extracted from
the Record of Plaasant Scenes in and ansund the Capital,

“Placing a stone among the Japanese maple trees brings out a sense of
aesthetic beauty. Aritomo points to the flat stoned covered in moss and states
that the ambience of the garden was much better when it was grass and that
the stone is no longer visible with the moss™
Then from the words insaibed on the Onsh Chisho-no-K], we can presume from
interpretation below that the grass Aritomo admired naturally tumed into miss.

“aAmongst the green moss s enjoyment of flowering plants though I do not
know their names:

It is believed that Antomo discovered new insght and his original concept and sense
of beauty changed from when the garden was first created by acoepting the change in
scenery that cooured by natured will and from an aging process.

There are cumently aver S0 bypes of moss growing in Murin-an garden (Image 4).

The ohsugigoke (large) Polvirichumn formosum Hedw. and the umasigigoke
(lanceolate) Pofytrichurn commune Hedw: are btwo types of moss that cannot be
distinguished just by appearance but have different biclogical contents. (Chart 2)

The afsugigoke thrives near water or on the forest floor in dim lighting and is mass
planted and gathers at the root of trees, especially trees that drain rainwater from their
trunk or stern (sterm fow).

‘When there are a many vaneties of moss coexisting in an emvironment, sometimes
extra effort may be necessary, here to maintain areas with the less durable pine moss
called sugigoke (Polytrichum juniperinunt), the towgh creeping moss called haigoke
{Hypnum plumaefBrme Wilson) is remaved

There & also the reddish dumps of akaurokogoke (Nandls assamica) moss, that
easly peded off when there is heavy rainfall and water runs over the ground and
washed away. The upper laver of soll can get washed away from the bare patches
where the moss usad to be. Extra effort is made to prevent the top layer of soil from
being washed away, by mixing some of the once removed halgoke moss into the
patches of akaurkogoke mass, this ultimatety protects the sugigoke moss.

In this manner, there are vanous types of moss with different ecological needs that
thrive together in this ganden. Small environmental and ecological changes can greathy
affect moss with no vasoular systems. Hence, when pruning the foliage of trees, we
must be extra careful and conscentious about the possible changes the pruning can
cause to the forest fioor. Such as maintaining encugh sunlight to reach patches of moss
that Bke sun, or providing encugh shade to maintain moisture for moss that ane bess
resilient to dryness.

1} Antorng Yamagata garcen sense i referenced from Nanadasme Dgaves Jite by Hiromasa Arnasakd (Minerva
Shobé) 2002
2) Murinvan ground and landscape changes i referenond from Shiba ks Koheno Seniga Teukuns Kukant -
Murinan dero Kensho - (stmosghenic besuty crested by I changing 1 moss - inspection 8t Murrran) by
Tackahino Kosug) (Mantir's Degres: thesss for Kyl Uniwersty of Art and Design Graduate: Schacl) 2011,
3) Reflerence material rcam & CoOperatve investigation ard

ressesareh conducted by Woshitaio il {Shirehu Unversity

In the Faculty of Agriculure, curmently al ¢

Uiniversity in the Fesd Science Center for Northern

Baosphens) and Uisyaiato Lanscape Co., Lid. (Usysiato
Zoen Kabushikigaisya)) in 2007 (Hesa 19).

Future prospects

Currently, the fostering garden management of Murin-an garden & undergoing a
huge shifting change in methods from a minimal management style that tries to keep
the previous state, to an actively fostering or caring style that considers the historical
and cultural background of the garden, The new garden fostering method aims to
respect the original concept and sense of beauty that Aritomo Yamagata had when the
garden was first oeated, to do this we read and by to dedpher the feglings and
sensibiities the owner had and consider those points when we dedde management
and work in the ganden.

The onginal intrinsic values of Murin-an garden is appearing every day, from the
scenic bomowed scenery of the Higashiyama Mountains being revived through
restorative  pruning the wildfiowers that bloom in the lbwn area, as well as
managerment methods that takes into consideration the physiclogical ecology of a wide
variety of moss that thrive throughout the ganden.

However, the aim is not to simply reproduce the scenery of the past, 1 believe it is
Irmportant o continuoushy explore for the appropriate scenery by always being flexdbie
to update the garden fostering method and content by taking consideration of the
changes of the garden and the surmounding enmvironmental changes.

Currently, Japan i undengoing a shift to register designated management companies
fior cultural heritage gardens (tangible cultural asset) in order for the inheritance and
protection of gardens that have been ceated and nurtured by the local history and
culture. However, garden fostering and management that takes into consideration the
historical and cultural backgrounds of these gardens are inadequate. In regards to
Murin-an garden, advanced research and studies have been made from various fields,
such as academic garden studies, architechural history, as well as history about the
garden and owner. Hence, we were fortunately able to make wse of the abundant
resources in creating an appropriate garden fostering method that considered the
inkrinsic value of Murin-an garden.

The manifiestation of the infrinsic value through garden fostering care s not easy at
all. However, we believe it s very important to strive to find new elements and
appealing aspects by searching through a variety of historical materials in onder to
uncover and plecing together the intrinsic values of the garden. In addition, it i also
essential to attain tradition gardening techniques but the mastery of skills through

Our company cherishes the concept of “leam from the tradition™ and *leam from the
team™ to conduct ganden fostering with great sincenty o our employess so as to be
able to produce and create the best atmasphere of haspitality. We hope your visitation
today was relaxing and wonderfil for each and every one.
President Tornoki Kato & Employees
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